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@19819 The topic sentence is I can still remember

a small incident that helped me relax on my first

day of teaching many years ago.

The concluding sentence is: It seems

like such silly things now, but the humor of the

incident really helped me relax.
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the passage below. Underline the topic sentence,
the concluding sentence, and cross out any sentences
(irrelevant sentences) that do not belong in the
paragraph.

In luncheonettes it is almost impossible to
order a sandwich and a cup of coffee and to get them
at the same time. Usually the sandwich comes first,
and the diner waits and waits impatiently for the
coffee. Finally, as the last bite of food is swallowed, the
long-last waitress appears with the coffee. Coffee
in lunchrooms is uniformly bad. Either the quality
is poor, or the coffee is weak and stale. Sometimes
the coffee is brought first. The diner waits hopefully
for the sandwich as the coffee grows cooler and
cooler. When the sandwich finally comes, the coffee
is cold. Diners have tried every possible means
of getting their coffee and sandwich together, but
nothing works except luck-once in a blue moon.

2
(aumwﬁﬁ’ﬂaaﬂmmﬂ “Essential of English”,
by Hopper, Vincent Foster, Baron’s Educational
Series, Inc. P.151)
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Americans love their pet dogs, (so) they
do many things for them. (First of all,) they treat
their pets as human beings. They like to talk to their
dogs and treat them like children. (For example,) my
neighbor, Mrs. Green talks to her dog Ruffy all
the time. (Also,) she takes him for a walk twice
a day and will not leave him when he is sick.
(Moreover,) Americans send their dogs to training
school to learn to be good and to listen to commands.
(Second,) Americans spend a lot of money on their
pets. They feed them expensive dog food with
flavors that people like such as beef, chicken, liver,
and cheese. (Also,) their pets have brightly colored
balls, rubber bones, and other toys to play with.
Some dogs even wear collars with colorful, sparkling
stones that look like diamonds or rubies. Some
owners bathe their dogs in the bathtub, while others
take their pets to a dog beauty shop. (First,) their
toenails are clipped. (Then,) their fur is brushed
and trimmed. (Finally,) they are given a bath with
special dog shampoo. This beauty treatment costs
about forty dollars. (In brief,) because Americans
love their pet dogs a lot, they are willing to spend
both time and money on them. They believe that

“a dog is a man’s best friend” because dogs are

(B14ABNET 7)
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loyal and dependable and are wonderful companions.
Y

(aumwﬁﬁﬂaaﬂmmﬂ “Introduction to Academic
Writing” by Alice Oshima & Ann Hogue -2"
ed. Longman, PP 100-101)
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Exercise2 Study the passage below. Find out one
or more sentences are out of order.
Revise this paragraph for greater coherence.
In the hotel business, computers ease the

load at the front desk. With a computer, a clerk

can make a reservation easily and quickly, without

ATISINA T

the use of cards, racks, or registration books. So
when guests come in to register, their reservations
can be checked and they can be given available room
without much fuss or bother. The hotel business is
just one type of enterprise that has profited by the
invention of computers. And with a computer, the
clerk can get an instant update of the room status.
This tells the clerk which rooms are available to
guests.
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Exercise 1. 1. The topic sentence is - In luncheonettes
it is almost impossible to order a sandwich and a cup
of coffee and to get them at the same time.
2. The concluding sentence is- Diners
have tried every possible means of getting their
coffee and sandwich together, but nothing works
except luck-once in a blue moon.
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3. The Irrelevant sentences or unrelated
sentences are: Coffee in lunchrooms is uniformly
bad. Either the quality is poor, or the coffee is weak
and stale.
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The hotel business is just one type of enterprise
that has profited by the invention of computers.
In the hotel business, computers ease the load at
the front desk. With a computer, a clerk can make a

reservation easily and quickly, without the use of
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cards, racks, or registration books. And with a
computer, the clerk can get an instant update
of the room status. This tells the clerk which
rooms are available to guests. So when guests
come in to register, their reservations can be

checked and they can be given available room

without much fuss or bother.
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