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Curse that scared a thief*
By Graham Bell

When Hector Bonallo returned home after
walking his dog, he found a tiny parcel on the
porch mat.

He undid it, and a gold ring crowned with a
large black opal rolled into his palm.

He recognized it as one of several items of
jewellery burgled from his home more than two
years ago.

The ring was worth £400, and the thieves

were never traced. Yet Mr. Bonallo is convinced he

knows why it has been returned...

He bought the ring for his wife Margaret
while working in Australia 16 years ago.

Bar

On the same day he walked into a bar in
Sydney and fell into conversation with two Aborigines.
He was pleased with his purchase and showed it to
them.

One of the strangers offered to give the ring

his tribal seal of protection. He cupped it his hands,

closed his eyes, and made a low chanting noise.

He said that anyone who stole it would be
struck with bad luck and ill health. To invoke the
curse, Mr. Bonallo was given a code phrase.

Mr. Bonallo laughed off the episode. And
shortly afterwards, he and his wife returned to
Southport, Lancashire.

Then came the burglary, and Mr. Bonallo
recalled the curse. Police inquires were getting
nowhere, and with his wife upset about the lost ring,

he decided anything was worth trying.

He uttered the code phrase, and his local
newspaper published the story of the curse. But if
the thieves read of it, nothing was heard about the
ring for two years, when that parcel arrived. “I got
shocked of my life.” said Mr. Bonallo, a delivery
driver, of Leyland Road, Southport.

“I was pretty sceptical about the curse. But
now-it might sound silly to some people--- I'm
convinced it had its effect.”

“I shall probably never know what happened
to the thieves to make them do it.”

His wife said: “I’m amazed and delighted to
have the ring back after all this time.”

What was the code phrase Mr. Bonallo used
to invoke the curse? “I’m not revealing that,” he
said. “In case the ring is stolen again.”

* (ﬁﬂa’ﬂﬂﬂm Behind the Headlines, Longman,

page 6) (8134518957 7)
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jewellery (N,uncount) in AM, use jewelry =
4 ) [ o 9
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were never traced = 13394398 130 11171172
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tribal seal of protection = {11iATBIMINETDINY
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cupped it in his hands = (9130d0IY19
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to invoke the curse = 1¥mailivelviinana
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to be worth trying = HAIAITUAAIUNY 1L
. o AdA o S
(to be worth + V-ing (Juranivanhennsain
° ° Y A 9 R A
AITIAV Llagu'lllﬂi‘lf LllEWIENﬂWﬁ]%ﬂﬁTmQﬁ\ﬂﬂc]
NUAIMITUANITNTEM 1BU This book is really
Y
worth reading. (vitlsdorauiiiainasunnmseIu
I A
1uoe1989)
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pretty skeptical = ADUVNITHAINYIITI
[ d o dyd I 3 o Y A
ANNATUY pretty U1 adverb  MHUNVONY
. & g 3 . . ' A o
sceptical WU adjective (AU pretty MTlua
. . = 1w [} .
adjective MDY “UITN” 1Y She is very pretty.)
Exercises:
A. Vocabulary: Find out words or expression
used in the story to give the following meanings.
1. stolen
2. very small
3. remembered
4. not making any progress
5. not very willing to believe
6. A word asking God, heaven, a spirit, etc.,
to bring down evil or harm on somebody
B. Grammar: Practice using “to be worth...ing”
structure.
Make suitable comments, with worth...ing or
not worth...ing
Example:
It’s an excellent book. = It’s worth reading. Or
It’s a terrible book. = It’s not worth reading.
1. It’s a very good film.
2. It’s a magnificent record.

3. It’s a dreadful food.

4. It’s a fascinating game.
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5. It’s a boring exhibition.
6. It’s awful coffee.
7. It’s a ridiculous suggestion.
8. It’s a bargain - only£15!
Answer Key
A. Vocabulary :
1. burgled

2. tiny 3. recalled

4. getting nowhere 5. sceptical 6. curse
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B. Grammar:
1. It’s worth seeing.
. It’s worth hearing/ listening to.
. It’s not worth eating.
. It’s worth playing.
. It’s not worth seeing/visiting/going to.
. It’s not worth drinking.
. It’s not worth following/taking.

. It’s worth buying.
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