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We are sinking, say Maldive islanders,
but there is still time to save the world

The President of the Maldives, the Indian
Ocean islands threatened with extinction by rising
sea levels, told the United Nations climate-change
summit yesterday that the country’s appeals for
help had fallen on deaf ears for 20 years.

“Once or twice a year we are invited to
attend an important climate change event such as
this one--often as a keynote speaker,” Mohammed
Nasheed told world leaders at the UN headquar-
ters in New York.

“On cue, we stand here and tell you just
how bad things are. We warn you that unless you
act quickly and decisively, our homeland and
others like it will disappear before the rising
sea, before the end of this century.

“We in the Maldives desperately want to
believe that one day our words will have an effect,
and so we continue to shout them even though,
deep down, we know that you are not really

listening,” he said.

From: The Times, Asia News Section, Friday

September 22, 2009
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We are sinking, say Maldive islanders,

but there is still time to save the world
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The President of the Maldives, the Indian
Ocean islands threatened with extinction
by rising sea levels, told the United Nations
climate-change summit yesterday that the
country’s appeals for help had fallen on
deaf ears for 20 years.
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“Once or twice a year we are invited to
attend an important climate change event
such as this one-often as a keynote speaker,”
Mohammed Nasheed told world leaders
at the UN headquarters in New York.
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“On cue, we stand here and tell you just
how bad things are. We warn you that
unless you act quickly and decisively,
our homeland and others like it will
disappear before the rising sea, before
the end of this century.
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“We in the Maldives desperately want to
believe that one day our words will have
an effect, and so we continue to shout
them even though, deep down, we know
that you are not

he said.
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